
 

 
 
 
Activity Report June 2017- June 2018 
 
General Assembly, Edinburgh, 2018 
 
Board meetings 
The Board has met three times in 2017/18 since the last GA in Florence: 

• In Barcelona October 2017 hosted by Consorci de Comerç, Artesania i Moda de 
Catalunya (CCAM)  

• In Dublin February 2018 hosted by Design & Crafts Council of Ireland (DCCoI)  
• In Florence April 2018 hosted by Artex and Firenze Fiera 

 
The main areas of focus since the last GA have been: 
• Upgrading the WCCE website 
• Increase in communications on various social media platforms 
• Work to formalise the legal status of WCCE 
• The European Funding Application for Creative Europe  
• Collaborating with Michelangelo Foundation, Firenze Fiera, Tresor  
• The recruitment of new members. 

 
Board Elections 
Elisa Guidi has served three years on the board of WCCE. Elisa is putting herself forward for 
re-election. The board of WCCE welcome any additional nominations for consideration by 
WCCE members to be received by 5pm May 20th 2018. Nominations, using the nomination 
forms provided, should be emailed to wcceurope@dccoi.ie 
 
Membership 
Since the last General Assembly, we are delighted to have had the following new members 
join WCCE: 

● Fédération Régionale des Métiers d'Art d'Alsace (FREMAA) 
● Handicraft Chamber of Ukraine 
● CEARTE 

 
Members who have been contacted on a number of occasions but have not paid fees for 
a few years have been removed from the membership. See membership report for 
details. Current membership stands at 28. 

 
Communications 
WCCE has become more active on social media since setting up an Instagram account and 
updating the Facebook page with WCCE banners. WCCE is regularly posting on both social 
media sites and sharing articles from the website to promote traffic to our pages. WCCE is 
now also communicating to WCCE members and WCC International through newsletters sent 
out every quarter, updating members on recent activities and opportunities.  
You can follow us on Facebook at @WCCEurope and Instagram on @wcceurope. WCCE 
members are encouraged to share information on events, exhibitions and news with 
wcceurope@dccoi.ie. 

 



WCCE Website 
The WCCE website was relaunched in March 2018. The new site has a fresh look to 
showcase the news and opportunities taking place across Europe. The next phase of the 
website will involve translating static sections of the website into French, Spanish and Italian 
to appeal to European audiences. Please share information on any upcoming articles or 
events by email to wcceurope@dccoi.ie. 
 

Creative Europe Small Cooperation Project  
WCCE membership were invited to participate in an application for a small cooperation 
project to Creative Europe in January 2018. The proposed project brings together galleries 
and craft practitioners from across Europe to present a high-profile touring exhibition of the 
best contemporary expression in applied arts and craftsmanship – as selected for the 
European Prize for Applied Arts. 
Participating partners: Italy, Norway, Belgium, Ireland, Georgia, Spain. We aim to include 
activities that will involve the broader WCCE Membership if successful. 
 
Craft Cities 
Craft Cities: A network of creative craft cities worldwide has been launched by the World 
Crafts Council (WCC) in the framework of the creative economy and in response to the 
growing awareness of the contribution of local authorities, craftspeople and communities to 
cultural, economic and social development. Bornholm, Denmark became the inaugural WCCE 
Craft City. An application received from Harris Tweed based in Scotland was assessed in 
April 2018 and is currently under review by the International Board. WCCE members are 
encouraged to promote the initiative to cities and regions across the EU. 
 
WCCE Legal Status 
The board have taken legal advice in relation to the status of WCCE. The recommendation 
is to form a Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG). In order to establish a CLG, the 
Constitution of WCCE had to be redrafted and the voting procedure changed to give each 
member one vote. Changes to the WCCE Constitution and voting rights and procedures will 
be discussed by Mary Blanchfield (DCCoI) and Louise Allen at the GA.  
 
Research 
The board have agreed on the need to collect data from members that will support any 
future funding bids and help to build a picture of the contribution of craft to the European 
Union from economic, cultural, heritage and social perspectives. WCCE members have 
been asked to contribute by giving a 5 minute presentation at the GA on the topic of ‘Craft 
Training and Education’. Please see notes attached. 
 
European Prize for Applied Arts 
The deadline for the European Prize for Applied Arts was 15th February 2018. The WCC BF 
European Prize for Applied Arts celebrates the work of artists in the field of applied arts and 
design-led crafts and living in a European country. The initiative recognises excellence in 
craftsmanship and includes an exhibition of selected work and two awards. The “Master 
Prize” Prize of the Ministry of Culture of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation of €3,500 will be 
awarded to the author of a masterpiece in any craft based material. 
The WCCE “Young Talent Prize” of €3,000 will be awarded to a young artist displaying 
excellence in the realisation of a piece of work through the manipulation of materials. Both 
prizes will be awarded on the basis of artistic & technical skill and demonstrate originality and 
innovation in response to the theme “Monumentality – Fragility”. The exhibition opens in 
Mons, Belgium on the 21st of October 2018 and will tour to the National Craft and Design 
Gallery, Kilkenny in 2019. Please see list of selected artists in notes attached.  
 



Call for submissions: Europe and North America Handicraft Week, 25th Qurain Festival, 
2019 
Dr. Ghada Hijjawi-Qaddum, President of WCC Asia Pacific Region is working with the 
National Council for Culture, Arts & Letters (NCCAL) and the Government of Kuwait to host an 
exhibition of Europe and North America Craft as part of the 25th Qurain Festival, January 
2019 in Kuwait. WCCE members are invited to nominate 3-4 craftspeople to exhibit as part of 
the Festival. It is anticipated that 1 craftsperson will be selected from each WCCE country by 
the WCCE /APR board. This selection process will be based on quality of work and skill, and 
an overall representation of different craft disciplines. Dr Ghada will give a short presentation 
on the festival at the GA. 
 
Homo Faber 
Michelangelo Foundation: Homo Faber will be an unprecedented and spectacular showcase 
of European craftsmanship, presented by the Michelangelo Foundation. The exhibition opens 
in September 2018 and will feature everything from jewellery to bespoke bicycles – hundreds 
of handmade pieces on display in the beautiful spaces of Venice’s Fondazione Giorgio Cini. 
WCCE have been in discussions with the Michelangelo Foundation about presenting at Homo 
Faber. WCCE have been working with Jean Blanchaert to select master craftspeople from all 
regions of Europe. Members were invited to submit recommendations for consideration by 
12th April 2018. 
 
WCCE Related Meetings 
London: WCC International Meeting 
Louise, Shauna and Laura attended the WCC International Board Meeting in April 2018. 
Discussions included: 

• Proposal to establish World Crafts Council International Cultural Center by China Arts 
and Crafts Association representing CNACGC and Qingdao Municipal People’s 
Government  

• Regional Updates  
• Launch of the new WCC International Website  
• WCC-Award of Excellence  
• WCC Craft Cities 
• Membership update  

 
Brussels 2018: 
Meeting in Brussels to examine how we can get Craft on the EU agenda in the context of the 
new Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021- 2027.  
In order to get a topic on the EU agenda a defined request for the craft sector that addresses 
key issues and EU priorities needs to be agreed and raised at a Council of Ministers meeting. 
A Minister from an EU member state can raise this under AOB at the Council of Ministers 
meeting. The proposal is then rejected or supported by other Ministries, see suggested 
priorities below, to be discussed further during the GA. 
  
WCCE – Suggested Priorities 
•Research on the economic and social impact of craft in Europe 
•Classification of NACE codes to reflect economic impact 
•Designation of a European Year of Craft in 2021 
•Ring-fence funding to address challenges that are specific to the sector 
  
 
 
 



Meeting with Tresor: 
Louise, Hege and Romain met with the organisers of Tresor at Collect in the UK. They hoped 
to invite WCCE to programme a series of talks during the event. Tresor has now been 
postponed to 2019. 
 
Meeting with Michelangelo Foundation: 
Michelangelo – WCCE have met with Barbara Truan Geary and Jacques Rey regarding 
programming a series of round table discussions to coincide with the Homo Faber event in 
September. This will be discussed during the GA.  
 
Meetings in Portugal: 
Louise Allen met with several organisations in Portugal to promote the activities of WCCE: 
 

• CEARTE – Craft training provider 
• Aldeias De Xisto - Craft Tourism Organisation 
• Portugal a Mao – Craft Organisation 
• Moda Lisboa – Lisbon Fashion Week Organisers 
• ESAD – 3rd level Design Institute 
• Federação Portuguesa de Artes e Oficios (FPAO)  

 
Meeting with Firenze Fiera: 
The WCCE Board were invited to Florence in April by Firenze Fiera to discuss the opportunity 
of WCCE consulting with Firenze Fiera on the setting up of a new high-level craft exhibition 
for collectors, galleries and professional buyers. Firenze Fiera will discuss this opportunity at 
the GA.
 
 
 
The GA is asked to note the report of the WCC Europe Board 


