INTRODUCTION TO JAD
The departmental cultural facility dedicated
to arts and crafts and design

Staying true to its core values of innovation, solidarity and vicinity, the
Departement des Hauts de Seine has been investing in a new venue dedicated to
arts and crafts and design: located near the Saint-Cloud’s national estate as well as
the Sèvres’ Manufacture and Museum, the facility is composed of two historical
buildings that have been rehabilitated for the occasion. After a complete renovation,
the two joint buildings (listed as Historical Monuments) will house up to 20
workshops, a makerlab, an incubator, a showroom, a convivial area, multiple
meeting rooms and a reception hall. In addition to preserving this cultural legacy as
a non-renewable resource, this creative hub has been designed as a true ecosystem
that demonstrates the necessary alliance between sustainability, aesthetics and
inclusiveness.
The West of Paris is a land of culture and tradition with a strong identity, coupled
with an artisanal dimension that should not be overlooked. Located at the heart of a
complex territorial network of historical and institutional foundations, the facility is
cleverly set closely to its users and the surrounding territorial actors : prestigious
schools can be found nearby, as well as public establishments, such as the
Manufacture de Sèvres and its school, or the future Campus of Excellence for
Trades and Qualifications in Versailles that train craftsmen to be at the cutting edge
of excellence and contribute to the recognition and development of these
demanding professions. This close bond is reinforced on the digital level, thanks to
the digital network deployed for the benefit of users.
A place of innovation, the West of Paris is home to new developments in
professions that combine new materials, forms and uses, in both fields of work: for
instance, by seizing on traditional crafts, design draws inspiration from it, and new
technologies and social and environmental developments that feed into the fields of
design (eco-design, inclusive design, optimisation of raw materials, etc.) are to be
found extremely useful for the renewal of craftsmanship. In order to encourage
creativity, the Department advocates bringing together these two universes, which
it deems essential for the development of skills in both areas of expertise.
Far from confining itself to material innovation, the facility will also be home to social
innovation as part of a sustainability dynamic. This will be achieved by promoting
responsible production behaviours as accessible to the widest possible
audience, as well as making viable productions over time. This facility will thus
exemplify an inclusive space, driven by the search for aesthetics, in which the
combination of the beautiful, the sincere, the useful and the quality of the experience
will be placed at the heart of its ambitions. It will also be a laboratory for dialogue,
training and transmission through interdisciplinary cooperation between the
occupants.
Intended to serve a collaborative project, this facility is set to be a place of openness
and to bear witness to the intersection between professions, the public and the
cultural institutions., Aware of the economic, social and cultural potential of
handcrafts and design professions, the Departement des Hauts de Seine is
implementing a policy of support for these professions by offering them
affordable places to work, stimulating environments and support for young
professionals. In addition to this, the Département is fostering a policy to make
culture accessible to all, by supplying a place of inspiration, discovery and sharing
for the general public, at the heart of the Valley of Culture.
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The venue
JAD is located along the Promenade des Jardins, a landscaped walk that allows pedestrians and
cyclists to go from the banks of the Seine to the center of the town of Sèvres. It is easily accessible by
public transportation, with the T2 tramway station - Musée de Sèvres a 5-minute walk away and the M9
metro station - Pont de Sèvres less than 10 minutes on foot. The site is easily accessible from the the
road leading to Versailles (A13) and from the south of Paris (N118) due to its proximity with the
Manufacture interchange. Also, the site is located near the axis of the Sèvres bridge, which makes the
connection with Boulogne-Billancourt and Paris easy.
Within five years, the JAD will also be connected to the Grand Paris Express network, thanks to a new
metro station at the Pont de Sèvres, where work has already begun.

Boulogne-Billancourt
Domaine national de Saint-Cloud

La Seine
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Access
JAD is open by two entries : the main one is a pedestrian access organized near the Roux-Spitz
building, opening onto the paved street that serves all of the facility's spaces. JAD can also be
accessible for vehicles, but that entry it is controlled and conditioned. This access leads to the
paved street and is the main entrance for the occupants of the place and for visitors.

Domaine de
Saint Cloud

Cité de la
céramique

Serres

Grande rue

Vers le centre-ville de Sèvres

Vers le pont de Sèvres

A second access can be found on one side of the Brunau building. It is exclusively accessible by the
site manager, the agents of the Hauts-de-Seine county, and the occupants of the workshops who rent
a parking space. This entry can also be used for logistical purposes and cyclists will be able to use it
for bicycle parking.
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History of the buildings
JAD consists of the buildings of the former National School of Ceramics rehabilitated to
accommodate the project.
Classified as historical monuments, the two adjoining buildings were built between 1930 and 1950
by the architects Roux-Spitz and Brunau. Since September 2019, both buildings have been
undergoing major work under the supervision of the De Ponthaud agency, chief architect of the
Monuments Historiques (Historical Buildings) : a true rebirth for these buildings which had been
unoccupied since 1969.

Brunau Building (Saint-Cloud)
.

Roux-Spitz Building (Sèvres)
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Indoor spaces
With a surface area of 2600 m2 spread over three levels, JAD houses some twenty individual or
shared workshops (each between 30 and 110 m2) with high ceilings, moderate rents and renewable
leases.

JAD is also host to common facilities open to all occupants :


A makerlab



Shared workshops



Meeting and reception rooms



A large exhibition room of 167m2



A convivial space



An incubation structure

The collective spaces on the first floor will also host a cultural program for the general public, the learning
community and associated professional partners. They will allow for the development of many activities :
transmitting, exhibiting, sharing, broadcasting, training, practicing, relaxing...
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A quick overview of the place
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The New European Bauhaus

JAD is part of the New European Bauhaus.
This movement is an initiative supported by the European Commission since 2020 and intends to
redefine urban spaces of tomorrow, by linking design and architecture and taking a different
approach, that of sustainability.
The new Bauhaus refers to the famous German school of design and architecture from the early
20th century, which was intended to combine "sustainability and aesthetics", therefore bringing
together architecture and craftsmanship.
Based on values related to sustainability, inclusion, design and aesthetics, the new European
Bauhaus intends to play a leading role in the realization of the Green Deal, which brings together
designers, architects, artists, engineers and students.
In accordance with the tradition of the New Bauhaus, JAD, as a laboratory of experiments and a
federating place, takes into account the challenges linked to the ecological and digital transition and
the necessary adaptation of professions that have become rare. It aims to contribute to the
development and transmission of craftsmanship and expertise, as an important material and
immaterial part of our cultural heritage.
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En apprendre plus sur le JAD

Preview of the showroom

https://vimeo.com/508913118

Kick-off of the renovation- November 13, 2019
https://vimeo.com/373165612

Link with the Cité de la Céramique
https://vimeo.com/392715795

Work in progress – Octobre 2020
https://vimeo.com/469845758




 Albert Khan Talks dedicated to innovation in the crafts and design sector
https://eak.hauts-de-seine.fr/les-entretiens/les-m%C3%A9tiers-d%E2%80%99art-etl%E2%80%99innovation

10

Call for applications regarding the
attribution of a workshop
If you wish for a tour of the premises (possible
from 14/02 to 25/02), write to this address:
contact@le-jad.fr

6 Grande Rue, 92310 Sèvres
More informations on le-jad.fr
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