
PhD. Chele Esteve Sendra / PhD. Manuel Martínez Torán

Universitat Politècnica de València (Spain)

Craft Your Future: Building a circular 

space through the European digital craft



KEYWORDS 

CULTURAL HERITAGE | CRAFTMANSHIP |  DIGITAL 

TECHNOLOGIES | SUSTAINABILITY SHAPE OUR 

IDENTITIES AND LIVES | 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

“cultural heritage, new technologies and sustainability shape 

our identities and lives“



Designer /   Craftsmanship

Craftsmanship:

same person who creates and
manufactures the producto

Designer:

design and manufacture are two
independent processes, where the subject
of manufacture is even replaced by a
machine in the case of industry



ON ONE HAND….WE LIVE IN A GLOBALISED WORLD, 

IN WHICH WE HAVE MOVED:

➢ from sedentary to nomadic

➢ from isolation to connections

➢ from abstract to relational thinking

➢ from closed to hybrid cultures

➢ from modern thinking to a complex one

of structures and connections

Our world



“Crafts cannot be limited to the reproduction of tools and utensils of the past. 

There is a marginal market for craft products that needs to be served by design”.

André Ricard (born 1929 in Barcelona, Spain)



Let's explore these ideas with an example Erasmus + 

Making soap from expired olive oil and used cooking fat during CASCO summerschool. 

Photo: LHF





WE TRY TO CREATE A THIRD LANGUAGE

Spanish students from UPV at Craft Your 

Future training week Leewarden, 

Netherlands, October 2018. 

FACE TO FACE

Craft Your Future training week Tryavna, Bulgaria, 

projects and presentations about the different cultures 

proposals, September 2019. FACE TO FACE

Students from UPV at Océano Naranja

Fab Lab (Valencia, Spain) doing a Makeathon, 

May 2021. ONLINE





To start working on a project in which circular economy, craft and 

digital technology can be used. 

Students and teachers define a societal problem first that they 

would like to approach by the three subjects. These matters are from a 

sustainable perspective and affecting the direct region of the institutes. 

The aim of this model is to map out all the activities and 

stakeholders concerning the societal matter, in order to look at 

where value can be added, and benefits can be created at the same 

time. 

CYF WORK METHODOLOGY 



In this contribution, horizontal results such as management, evaluation and dissemination give rise, indirectly, to how the cooperation

between the partners takes place; the development and the quality of the activities carried out in order to ensure their impact:

THE RESULTS: EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 

Toolkits

Activities

Workshop

Exchange of experiences

Participation of young people

Participation of partners

Participation of stakeholders’



The quantitative and qualitative supervised indicators that act as criteria to 

evaluate the results are at least:

• Match between OBJECTIVES – ACTIVITIES – RESULTS

• Impact achieved in the target groups

• Comparison between actual and expected quantitative          

parameters

• Implementation of the exploitation strategy

• Efficiency and overall sustainability

THE RESULTS: EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT 

YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



To be more specific, the team of researchers has developed 

a methodology based on a questionnaire that measures 

skills acquired in the three pillars of the project, and based on 

the drafting of a Quality Evaluation Plan. 

Based on these premises, the development of evaluation 

indicators for the evaluation of the effectiveness of the project, 

its progress:

• the quality of the IO (Intellectual Outputs)

• the impact on the target group (numbers and feedback) 

• the TNM and the Organization of Multiplier Events 

(number of participants and their feedback)

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



The evaluation activities that are included in the 

IO DEVELOPMENT METHODOLOGY and that 

belong to the activities that lead to the final result, 

include a baseline measurement after the target 

groups (students, teachers, working world) 

participated in the initial Craft Your Future 

activities. 

An impact measurement was also made after the 

students have completed the program. 

The indicators we show measure the impact 

reached on the young people who participated in 

the three exchanges carried out between the 

three countries.

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



The Regional Partnerships aims to bring together like-minded 

people and organizations. 

This defines a strategy that helps regions use intangible cultural 

heritage to increase their attractiveness, boost local economies and 

build a resource-based future. 

Regional strategies and action plans are pioneers in the 

formulation of actions that are unique to the specific regions 

involved in the "Craft Your Future" project. 

It is a strategic regional project on how new technologies and the 

circular economy can be used to elevate traditional crafts to the 

new demands of the 21st century.

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



The project brings together educational institutions, 

students, local authorities, creative centres and companies 

in the creation of a strategy that helps regions use intangible 

cultural heritage to increase their attractiveness, boost local 

economies and build a future based on regional resources.

The Craft Your Future strategy is based on the vision that 

young people are the source of tomorrow's economy and, 

therefore, should be at the forefront in the design of future 

strategies for the regions.

STUDENTS IN THE LEAD!

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



The final result will be different deliverables in which the 

action commitments of the interested parties involved are 

exposed in various formats (digital and activities 

fundamentally), guaranteeing the impact and sustainability 

beyond the useful life of the Craft Your Future project. 

The contents of the project are already used as best 

practice and transferred to other regions, and are 

widely shared with other schools.

Free access to this content:  https://craftyourfuture.eu/

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



The European project Craft Your Future (ref. 2018-

1-NL01-KA202-038952) has been supported in its 

2018 call by the European Union, through the K2 

Erasmus + program. 

The following European organizations from the 

Netherlands, Bulgaria and Spain participate as 

partners in this project: 

o Friesland College 

o Learning Hub Friesland Foundation

o Stichting House of Design

o The Fabric Association

o NGPI Tryavna School

o Océano Naranja (FabLab VLC) 

o Universitat Politècnica de València

THE RESULTS: FIRST EVALUATED INDICATORS OF THE CRAFT YOUR FUTURE PROJECT 



MAKEATHON MAY 2021
OCEANO NARANJA

(ALBORAYA_VALENCIA_SPAIN)



THE FINAL RESULTS

1_The relationship between craftsmanship, technology and innovation has a common thread that supports them:

❑ Design

❑ Creativity

2_After this three-year experience, a toolkit has been generated to contribute to the development of creativity towards a 

common goal where the circular economy can be worked on.

3_We have worked to connect Centers with a common objective, which is to IMPROVE THE SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT OF 

YOUNG PEOPLE. STUDENTS IN THE LEAD!

4_We have contributed to create a European context with common experiences, where new teaching-learning models emerge in 

different cultural contexts.

We design our future TOGETHER!



THE FINAL RESULTS DECEMBER 2021

We received the final evaluation from the Dutch National Agency Erasmus+, 

after three years of work.

The final report was evaluated with 95 out of 100.

We already knew that we were pioneers by combining Crafts, Techniques and Circular Economy in education and by always

involving the whole value chain in our activities.It is good to see that also Erasmus+ recognises this, see here some quotes

from the evaluation report:

• “Close to perfection. That is how you can safely call the results and yields of the Craft Your Future project.”

• “This consortium is known as a very conscientious and cooperative partner.”

• “This project is not only leading for VET education in the EU, other organizations involved in the circular economy

can also use theresults and methodology of thisproject.”



Our ETSID design students working with craftmanship
Our artisans working with design students



❖ A return to handmade craftsmanship is emerging, where

consumers increasingly value the talent and products that

are created in these workshops. 

❖ From small family businesses to big brands, they all work

from tradition with artisans to mark the uniqueness of their

products. 

❖ In the luxury sector, ostentation is no longer sought after, the

preference is for attention to detail and excellence. 

A revival in the tradition of

handmade craftsmanship



❖ The discipline of design provides craftsmanship with new models of

survival, co-creating or merging areas of work that favour

developments and interesting evolutions.

❖ Revaluation of traditional concepts that have survived for centuries,

combined with innovation.

❖ There is a growing interest in the contributions of craftsmanship to the

world of the product, and new craftsmen and women emerge who use

technology without losing the perspective of unique products that

transgress folklore.

New context



❖ For 10 years a series of projects have been developed

centred on the idea of linking craftsmanship and design. 

❖ It has made it possible to catalogue craft trades, regulate the

organisation of training activities, scientific research and 

technological development, exchange of experts, as well as 

the development of projects.

Framework agreement between the Arts and Crafts Centre of the

Valencian Community and the Universitat Politécnica de València



❖ Different annual editions of "RDS" have been held, an

exhibition of "Return of Sentiment" with the projects

carried out by Valencian students and artisans.

❖ This activity is not only recognised (awards, selections,

other exhibitions), but also opens up the possibility of

activating the relationship between artisan and

designer in order to market the product. In this sense,

the Centre d'Artesania has facilitated the marketing of

objects related to a new way of understanding
souvenirs and Mediterranean gastronomy, respectively.

Framework agreement between the Arts and Crafts Centre of the

Valencian Community and the Universitat Politécnica de València









WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO ENJOY THIS EVENT IN VALENCIA
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